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Part Of Me

Pastor Chad Fagundes
In 2012 I had the opportunity to visit the
country of Cambodia. There’s a lot I can say
about all the things God is doing in that
country, the love we were shown, the powerful
presence we experienced in their Church, but
my purpose for this article comes from a
different place.
We stayed in Cambodia for 10 days and 7 of
those days I was sick. I tried my best to keep a
good attitude, but to be honest, I was
constantly complaining to myself. I would often
think of the comforts I had at home. I wanted
my bed, I wanted my air conditioner, and yes...I
wanted my mom.
On day 3 of being sick, I prayed for God to
speak to me. I was unmotivated and drained. I
didn’t want to paint a two-story building with
limited supplies that would make a three hour
job a three day job. I didn’t want to carry
buckets of cement to build a fence. I just
wanted to go home.
As I prayed, the book of Ephesians kept
popping into my head. As I began reading the
first couple chapters, I remembered Paul wrote
this book while he was in prison. As I was
thinking this, the Holy Spirit spoke to me in
chapter 3 verse 13; “I ask you, therefore, not to
be discouraged because of my sufferings for
you, which are your glory.” I realized the
sufferings Paul was going through was for other
people. The discomfort of a prison did not
stop Paul from furthering the Kingdom of God.
As these thoughts raced through my head, a
question came and I believe God was speaking
to me; “Are the present sufferings you are
going through worth the furtherance of the
Gospel?”
As that was spoken I could only think of the
great things God was doing in Cambodia and
how thankful I was to be part of it. My heart
was full of compassion as I thought of these
kids that had nothing, and the joy they
expressed when we arrived at the orphanage.
I also realized I idolized comfort. I desired
comfort more than I desired the kingdom of
God. I was asking for the comfort of my bed,
more than the administration of God’s grace.
I started to realize that God’s purpose for us on
earth isn’t comfort. Jesus told His disciples
that He was sending them out like sheep
amongst wolves. He had to tell them time and
time again not to worry about what they
needed. He had to continuously remind them
of the greatness God had bestowed on them.
This makes me think they were probably often
in trouble, need, and doubt. Those
circumstances don’t seem comfortable. To be
part of God’s work often requires you to make
a trade: Your comfort for His will.

The trip to Cambodia left me with a new view
of God that has become part of me forever. I
was placed in an environment where I saw a
different part of God. Is it possible that placing
ourselves an unfamiliar environment is part of
the equation to see a deeper side of God?

Koinonia Missions Trips 2019
We have several missions teams planned for
2019! Consider joining us! Applications are
available at Guest Services.

How To Save For A Missions Trip
There is more to faith than just trusting God.
Faith is an active word. Faith sees God’s will
and takes active and practical steps towards it.
Saving and making sacrifices are fruits of faith
just as much as trusting God to fill in the rest.
Here are some practical ways to start saving for
your missions trip that you can apply to your life
today!
1. Cancel luxuries. Cable, gym membership,
etc.
2. Eat at home. The average American spends
an average of $1,200 on fast food and
another $1,100 on coffee a year.
3. Get rid of your stuff. We all have storage
spaces and extra things we don’t use.
Downsize and make a few bucks!
4. Find extra work. Mow lawns, have a bake
sale, go Uber in LA for the weekend.
Opportunities are out there for the willing.

Mexico Missions Team 2018
Costa Rica: July 19-27
High School and Youth Leaders Only
• Building projects
• VBS
Approximate Cost: $1,900
Information Meeting: January 13, 2019
Mexico: July 20-27
• VBS
• Community Outreach
• Special Women’s Event
• Food Distribution
Approximate Cost: $500
Information Meeting: January 13, 2019
Taiwan: June 28- July 8
• Shout Camp
• VBS
• Local Outreach
Approximate Cost: $2,500
Information Meeting: January 13, 2019

5. Be creative. Ask family and friends to save
their bottles, cans and plastic to help send
you on a trip.
6. Write letters. Many people are willing to
give to short-term missions. Write letters and
ask if they would be willing to sponsor you.

Prayers For Germany
Due to the civil war in Syria over 6.5 million
people were displaced–many fleeing to Jordan
and Germany. Since November 2017, Koinonia
has sponsored two organizations that provide
relief and share the Gospel to many of these
displaced families. David Campbell and his
family oversee one of these ministries located in
Germany.

Mozambique: September 25-October 5
• Special Needs Ministry
• VBS
• Sports Camp
Approximate Cost: $2,900
Information Meeting: March 24, 2019

Campbell Family, YWAM Germany

Check Out The Stories
This month we will feature stories in the bulletin
and lobby from our church family who have
been on missions trips and how those trips
impacted their lives. Make sure to check them
out.

In September we prayed as a church for the
Campbell Family in Germany. We prayed God
would send “workers to the field” to help them
as they were seeing an overwhelming amount
of Syrian men give their lives to Christ. A few
days after we prayed we were told YWAM sent
an additional 41 staff members to assist them!
Let’s continue to pray that God will give the
ministry open doors. For additional information
or to find out how to assist with the Syrian
refugee crisis contact me at
chad@kchanford.com

